CHINA CYCLE

slapping and creaming at her bows. We held our breath.
Soldiers on the shore opened fire with their rifles to try to
indicate the danger to the captain, but he never understood,
but held his course. Then she struck. The air was full of
flying fragments, and seconds, it seemed, after they had all
subsided the helmsman reached the peak of his ascent at sixty
feet and began, twisting and turning ridiculously, to fall. The
splash when he hit was hardly noticeable in the choppy water :
a sight memorable but scarcely appetising. During the next
day or two we periodically heard explosions in the distance,
but we did not see any more mines go up ourselves.

The S.N.O. was full of energy. Not without difficulty we
constructed a boom which we hoped would ward off drifting
mines from the shipping. The Chinese had placed a machine-
gun post on the foreshore just beside the installation, which
was obviously embarrassing and would give the Japanese an
excuse to be most unpleasant if they chose, so the captain set
out in search of the general. He had a long and hot walk, and
when he finally reached headquarters he was not in a mood
to be trifled with. He had with him an interpreter, the No. i
Chinese of Butterfield and Swire, who was an intelligent and
well-educated man. The conversation went somewhat on
these lines.

" Tell the general that I have had a hell of a time finding
his bloody headquarters."

" The captain says, it is very good of the general to receive
him at such a busy time."

" Tell him he's got to do something about this machine-gun
post, and do it quick."

" The captain wishes to ask a great favour ; it seems that a
certain machine-gun post, etc. etc."

" Tell him that if it is not removed by tonight I shall drop
a brick on it."

" The captain says he quite appreciates the exigencies of
defence but on the other hand the international position,
etc. etc."

" And tell him I shall radio Hankow and give the Japs the
exact position."

" So the captain says, if the general would very kindly
oblige ..."
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